DREW  AND  THE   EMPIRE

dream of Charles Prohman, for it brought the dedication
of his own New York theater at last, the famous Empire.

Ever since he had been launched in the metropolitan
theatrical whirlpool, Frohrnan wanted a New York
theater. As a boy he had witnessed the glories of the
Union Square Theater under Palmer; as a road manager
he had a part in the success of the Madison Square
Theater activities; in his early managerial days he had
been associated with the Lester Wallack organization;
he had watched the later triumphs of the Lyceum
Theater Company at home and on the road. Quite
naturally he came to the conviction that he was ready
to operate and control a big theater of his own.

The way toward its consummation was this:

One day toward the end of the 'eighties, William Harris
came to New York to see Frohman about the booking
of some attractions. He said:

'' Charley, I want a theater in New York, and I know
that you want one. Let's combine."

"All right/' said Frohman. "You can get the Union
Square. The lease is on the market."

"Very well," said Harris.

On the way down-stairs he met Al Hayman, who asked
him where he was going,

"I am going over to lease the Union Square Theater,"
he replied.

"That's foolish," said Hayman. "Everything theat-
rical is going up-town."

"Well," answered Harris, "C. F. wants a theater,
and I am determined that he shall have it, so I am
going over to get the Union Square."

"If you and Frohman want a theater that badly, I will
build one for you," he responded.at now                            another and still greater
